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Introduction
Early childhood education is important in readying a child for future-leaning experiences.  The early childhood education evolution has transformed how parents and educators view the importance of providing exciting learning opportunities to young children. Since the evolution of ECE, the education of young children has been impacted by varied perspectives towards teaching and learning. Majority of these teaching and learning perspectives from prominent historical figures have shaped ECE significantly. Most people who made significant contributions to the discipline of early childhood education were from other professions outside the domain of academics. The commonality among them was the understanding children. For this reason, early childhood education is unique and starts with the child and not the subject matter. Early childhood education traces its roots back in the early 1500s. The concept of ECE was attributed to Martin Luther back when many people were illiterate and very few people had the ability to read. This concept was furthered by John Amos Comenius who believed that children learning are rooted in sensory exploration. Early childhood educations also find its philosophical foundations from John Locke and Jean Jacques Rousseau. The ECE methodology and curriculum was developed by Maria Montessori, Rudolf Steiner, and Friedrich Froebel. Each of these proponents had their own views regarding early learning and contributed significantly to developing early learning practices. The most recent scientific grounds of ECE are based on theories and research of Erik Erikson, Sigmund Freud, and Jean Piaget. Even though they have different perspectives towards early learning practices, they hold that early childhood curriculum and practice must be such that it is adapted to the needs, abilities, and interests of the child. The idea of early childhood education came to America during the Industrial revolution where schools termed as “infant schools” were established in churches, homes, and factories to care for the young ones especially when women joined the labor force. Wisconsin was the first to adopt this idea and with time other states also began following the lead of early childhood education by setting preschools, nursery programs and establishing day care centers. This paper examines the history of early childhood education and how essential it is for educators to know history. It also investigates the importance of ECE history in influencing the current learning practices as well as future policies and practices in early childhood education. 
1.    Discuss the importance, to the profession, of examining the history of the sector. 
Through examining the history of early childhood education, early childhood educators are able to start closing the achievement gap in education particularly between high and low-income students before beginning formal schooling. Studies show that children who come from low socioeconomic class start school behind those from higher socioeconomic status. Understanding the history will help the ECE’s find the best method to practice in order to help children improve their performance on standardized tests, reduce chances for repeating a grade, reduce the number of children placed in special education and increase the number of graduation rates in school. The ECE’s not only provide societal benefits but also impact the individual’s socioeconomic outcomes significantly. Young children have a huge potential for understanding historical changes rather than developmental theories. When ECE’s provide appropriate learning methods to the children, they can easily adapt and learning history can start early. 


2.    Discuss how studying history has impacted the learner’s viewpoint on early learning, and therefore impacted their future practice. 
Early childhood education puts a strong emphasis on developing a child wholly. All the aspects of social, physical, emotional, cognitive and mental needs are developed. As a result, a solid and wide foundation is established for well being and lifelong learning. Studies indicate that studying the history of early childhood education is crucial as it prepares children to enter and become successful in the classroom and reduces the risk of social-emotional and mental health problems. As a result, children will increase their self-sufficiency in their future lives. Children learn how to rationalize things and become open to critical thinking and interpretations. Children are able to learn the most basic things and end up getting into deeper areas such as religion, science, and morality. Children who succeed in kindergarten have knowledge of how and when to control their impulses. This skill is linked to self-control and children are able to follow through when tasks are difficult and take few minutes to listen to directions. 
3.    Discuss how history has influenced current practices, in early learning. 
History of early childhood education has had a strong influence on current practices. Currently, most of the early childhood curriculum focuses on learning through play because play meets the intellectual, social, physical, and emotional and language needs of children. Also, learning through play allows a child to develop cognitively. Studies show that children will efficiently and gain more knowledge when they engage in activities such as social games, art, and dramatic plays. Learning through play was emphasized by Jean Piaget who regarded it as a versatile way that a child can learn. Rudolf Steiner also believed that play time gives children the opportunity to interact socially, talk and use their intellectuals and imagination skills. Apart from gaining emotional, cognitive and social benefits, children also gain physical benefits including bone strength, fitness, stress relief, and improved sleep and social skills. Maria Montessori believes that children acquire learning through their sense and movement and after employing their cognitive skills in doing activities. Therefore children are able to become more empathetic towards each other. 
4.    Discuss how history has the potential to influence future practices and policies in early learning practices. 
History has the potential to influence future policies and practices in early learning practices. The early childhood learning theories proposed by the early proponents are still discussed today and are used as a means of reforming and improving the educational early learning practices. Through improving the early learning and development programs for children will ensure an increase in the number of children who come from low income and disadvantaged groups are enrolled in learning programs of high quality. The proposal from history will also help in designing and implementing an integrated system composed of high quality early learning programs. 
 Conclusion
The early childhood education traces its roots in the early 1500s. The concept of educating children has since than evolved as numerous education proponents have made additional developments to early learning practices. Over the years, the history of early childhood education has been shifting from theory to practice. 
Early childhood education provides toddlers with a learning experience that benefit them throughout their educational lives. This is an integral part of educating children and offering them opportunities in learning as well as exploration. History of early childhood education is essential to educators as they are able to provide societal benefits and impact the individual’s socioeconomic outcomes significantly. Also, the educators can begin closing the achievement gap in education particularly between high and low-income students before beginning formal schooling. Educators in early childhood education help the children improve their performance on standardized tests, reduces the possibilities of repeating grades and placing children in special education programs. Numerous policies have been established and implemented to ensure early childhood education develops successfully and positively impacts the children. 
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